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THE 

* 

CONDUCT 

g F T H E 

ministry 



Impartially Examined. 

In a Letter to the Merchants of London. 



London, Ocl. 26, 1756. 

Gentlemen, 

I HAVE thought fit to addrefs the 
following dilcouife to you, both as 
patrons and judges of it, for thele 
reafons. My dedgn being to enquire, 
without prejudice or affcdion, into the 
part Great Britain has aded fince this 
A 2 maritime 
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maritime war began, fuch an enquiry is 
mod properly inferibed to a body of tra- 
ders, who are fo nearly concerned in it’s 
fuccefs, and who have fo confiderable a 
fliare as well in our foreign as domeftic 
commerce. You are likewife very capa- 
ble to pronounce on the real merit of my 
undertaking; for many among you are 
men of a liberal education ; of large 
and extenfive views; who have ftudied 
and who underftand the political fyftem, ■ 
not of this ifland only, but of Europe in 
general. Add to thefe things, that your 
rcfidence in this great centre of bufmefs, 
your near and frequent opportunities of 
approaching thofe perfons, who admini- 
der the public, give you a diftinguilhal 
rank of confideration among your fellow- 
fubjefVs. So that an appeal to you is, in 
effe6l, an appeal to the whole nation : and, 
as fuch, gentlemen, this is intended. 

It is acknowledged, on all hands, that 
the prelent lituation of our affairs is a very 
.critical one. No man therefore, can be 
an indifferent fpedator of it, who is not, 
at the fame time, infenfible to his mod 
important intereds, to the prefent age, and 
to poderity. We are all embarked in one 

political 
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political veflel, where, tho the ftcerage 
niay be in other hands, the cargo is ours t 
and by confequence, while the ftorm is 
up, oui lives and fortunes, our very being 
as well as fafety, are expofed to the fame 
common dangers, and muft ihare the 
fame general fate. 

If this great crifis calls loudly upon us*, 
to examine how we have been brought into 
it j whether by real faults in our manage.* 
ment, or by accidents unavoidable fuch 
is the excellence of our conftitution, that 
we may enquire with the utmoft freedom^ 
This Hill is, may it ever continue to be, 
the birth-right of Englilhmen ! But then, 

That fuch an enquiry may be ufeful, 
it muft be calm, dilj^aflionate, impartial. 
As to the decency to be oblerved in exa- 
mining the conduft of other men, of our 
fupenoi s more particularly ; no one, who 
pollelies and who is confeious he deferves 
the chai adler of an honelt man, will break 
through that boundary, which both rea- 
fon and felf-regard have eftablifhed. Pub- 
lic order, private fecurity, all the relati- 
ons we Hand in to one- another, requiie 
that this fence fhould be prelerved fa- 
cied and inviolate. From writers of a 
A 3 differ- 
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fliffcrent complexion, no man of fenfe 
can expeft, and no man of honoiu ^^'OU c 
dc<irc any tiling elfe, but feurrility and 
llander. Every knave, as w'ell as every 
' fool, is a leveller. Let not our owm 
paliions, much lefs the paffions of fuch 
incendiaries ( who write letteis to the Pub- 
lic, in the lame view their left ci imi- 
nal brotliers do to private men that 
they may eat) infifline and miflead us. 
Let us not adopt that fmifter zeal for the 
common welfare, which fometimes vents 
itfelf in vague, but furious- declamations 
fometimes in a malignant joy at public, tho’ 
inevitable misfortunes ; and is ever dealing, 
forth half truths, diminirtied or exaggera- 
ted, as may belt ferve the pceient purpole 
of malice, or levity, or revenge, or of all 
together. Thcfe volunteers in fcandal, 
thefe little Drav^rcanfirs, who are ever rail- 
ing at their betters, only becaule they dare 
do it, were never more numerous in any 
age or country. They fwarm by thou- 
fands in this great city : they infeft eveiy 
place of common relbrt, from the choco- 
late houie to the night cellar ; and hav- 
ing no bufincftof their own, are conftant- 
ly regulatirtg that of the hate. I have 
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feen fome of them rcdiiccd to fpeU tfie yery 
names of thofe peifons, they yi'efe before- 
hand refolved to abufe. Others, of mere 
erudition, are daily pouring themfelyes 
out in lampoons, epigrams, advertife- 
ments, edi6ls. Never werp t}ie powers of 
dullnefs in greater or more ’’niverfal com- 
motion. Grub-ftreet has not only fent 
abroad her own aboriginal poets and hawk- 
ers i but has likewife prefTed into her fer- 
vice, as affiftant draughtfmen, card-en- 
gravers, and gallows-makers, perfons of 
another importance ; who, tho’ they have 
been humble enough, on this occafion, to 
wear her genuine livery, would yet tUnk 
themfelves injured in being fuppjfpd to 
aflift her for hire or reward. Je then 
their decent and w'ell-meant ingenuity it’s 
own recompence; and the true motives 
that infpire it, their peculiar dil|inction ! 
To be more ferious. The productions, as 
fuch, of thefe men could not, it \s allow- 
ed, merit even this fliort aniniaUverfion j 
did not the obvious tendency of them all, 
render it, in fome fort, needihry. \'^hat 
that tendency is, every man amongft us, 
who is not the avowed enemy of all gcoi 
difeipline, of all political fubordi nation, 
acknowledges and laments. 

■ A 4 
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As to myfelf, gentlemen, I dare a%-Ow | 
the honeft ambition of ditfering totally 1 
from all fuch authors, in the fcope and | 
aim of this letter. — For my talent as a 1 
writer, every fcribbler may place me in I 
reputation, if he pleafes, immediately be- I 
low his fellow-dunce ; that is, immedi- 
ately below nothing} an ingenious device, 
which I have often known praaifed by i. 
the fraternity. But it fliall not be in theii 
power to prove me guilty of what is alone 
material for your conlideration j I mean, 
of intentionally allerting falfe fafts, and 
•jf wilfully mifreprefenting true ones. j 

I 'j-itend neither panegyric nor abufe ; 
and I pave no caufe to ferve, but that of 
truth, a?.d of my country. If, therefore, 
in the coi-ife of this addrefs, I any where 
iipon you 5 I have been fird*, un- 
knowingly. impofed upon myfelf. Be af- 
fured, however, that nothing in my power, 
has been left undone, to avoid this mif- 
fortune > and that, on the contiaiy, I j 
have exerted my beft endeavours to pro- ■ 
cvire every light, every information, which 
a private man could, by the moil delibe- 
rate refearch, arrive at the knowledge 
of : and the refult of this enquiry fliall . 

be. 
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be, fairly, produced to you. When you 
have examined wdth attention the fa6ts 
I relate, and have coolly weighed tlieir im- 
portance j you will then, gentlemen, de- 
termine equitably on the evidence before 
you ; and the people of England will af- 
lii'm your verdift. 

But, before I enter upon this talk, give 
me leave to take fome little notice of a 
pamphlet, which has been juft now put 
into my hands ; and which, 1 am told, 
has met with attention from the public, 
on account, I imagine, of the facfts it is 
fuppofed to contain ; for furely if I, who 
am no author, may venture to pionounce 
on the Itile and manner of writing, both 
are below criticifm. 

Tlie charge opens againft the miniftiy, 
or rather againft truth and matter of faif, 
with the following narrative, which you 
lhall have, in his own words ; as no,other 
can be lb lit to convey his meaning, and 
Ihew him in the true colours of a li- 
beller. 

“ In the year one thoufand feven hun- 
“ dred and forty nine, or fifty, fome Ame- 
“ rican traders, fubjebls of the king 
“ of Great Britain, travelled to the bor- 

“ ders 
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ders of the Ohio, to traffick with the 
natives of thofe parts: this being 

known to the Canadian French, meffen- 
gers were difpatched to acquaint them, 
that, unlefs they withdrew from then 
mafter’s territories, their effeas would 
be confifeated, and themfelves carried 
to prifon at Quebec. This meflage the 
traders thought fit to obey, and with- 
drew in confequence of it. 

“ The fuGceeding feafon, another com- 
pany of Britiflt fubjeas came to trade 
on the Ohio : and not withdrawing on 
a like melfage with the former, their 
goods were confifeated, and themfelves 
carried prifoners to Quebec, from whence 
they were brought to Rochelle in France, 

AND STILL DETAINED IN PRISON. Not 
confeious of having violated the laws 
of nations, or traded on any ground, 
to which the king of Great Britain had 
not an undoubted right, they remon- 
jirated to the Britifii miniftry, tnjified 
upon being claimed as Britifh fubjeas, 
and honourably difeharged from prifon, 
as perfons unofending the laws of na- 
tions ; nay, they entertained t\\& honor- 
able hopes of Englijhmen, that the mhii- 

“ Jlry 
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** Jlry of England would not ceafe to de^ 

“ mand an indemnification for the lols of 
“ that merchandize, which had been un- 
“ juftly taken from them ; and reparati- 
“ on for the infult and long imprifon- 
ment of their perfons ; cxpedlations be- 
" coming men, who value their liber- 
ties, properties, and nation’s honour: 

“ in this they were deceived, the true fpirit 
*'■ of an Englifh minijier no longer dwelt 
amongfi us. The ambaflador at Paris, 
injiead of dema?tding thefe fubjeBs of bis 
“ mafler, as men unjujlly held in prifon, 
and reparation for the wrongs they bad rr- 
" ceived, was ordered by the miniftry to- 
“ follicit, as a favour from the court of 
France, the difcharge of them only, acknow^ 
lodging their cffeneei' 

Thus he relates, and circiunftantiates, 
the fact : and here I beg leave to remark, 
that when the circumftances, on which 
alone a charge is founded, are abfolutely 
falfe, all reflexions upon them mufl: be 
utterly abfurd and impertinent. But when 
thofe reflexions, aimed too at perlbns of 
the higheil: rank, of the greatefl: emi- 
nence in this nation, are delivered in a 
flijb of the moft indecent and furious 

railing;. 
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railing ; what name, gentlemen, fliall 
we beftow on their author ? Or what fliall 
be faid in reply to them ? No more, I 
think, than what Beralde, in the Malade 
Imaginaire of Moliere, anfwers to tlie 
apothecary. Allez, Monfieur j on voit 
bien que vous n’avez pas accoutume de 
parler a des vifages. Here however they 
follow, in his own words Ifill : 

“ Were not your fovercign’s rights and 
“ your own privileges JJjamefully given 
“ up ? Were not the lands on the Ohio 
“ confejjed to belojtg to France ? Were not 
“ the French juftified in imprifoning your 
“ fellow-fubjefts, and conhfeating their 
“ effedts, by this tame behaviour of the 
“ Britifh minifter ?” Fie refumes the fame 
fubjeft, page 8, and aflerts, “ That the 
“ minifter’s timidly befeeching as a favour, 
« what he had a right to demand as juf- 
“ tice from the Fiench, has given that 
“ nation a better foundation to the claim 
“ ot the Ohio.” In about fifteen lines 
lower, he afierts again, “ That the timi- 
“ dity of the minifter gave the French no 
“ foundation at all.” But he has pot yet 
done with this favourite topic. He goes 
on to fay, “ If it be alted, whence it 

“ comes 
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« comes to pafs that this behaviour of the 
Britiih minifter has never been mention- 
ed in the French tncmovtcihf felcitvve to 
“ the difputes in Americn ? It may be an- 
“ iwered, with truth, that they referve it 
“ only between the Britifh minifter and 
themfelves ; left a public declaration of this 
“ affair might remove him from the admi- 
“ nijlration, and the French monarch lofe 
an ally of greater confequence to his 
“ fuccefs, than any potentate in Europe!'* 
Here then we join iflhe : and let his cre- 
dit with the public for veracity and can- 
dor, in whatever elfe he afferts through his 
libel, be determined by the truth or falfe- 
hood of the fa(5t before us. This demand, 
gentlemen, is fair and equitable : you fee 
he affirms it in the moft undoubting terms, 
and remarks upon it in a language that 
not even certainty itfelf could warrant. But 
to the point : 

On a motion made to the peers, the 
twentieth of February, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fifty fix, certain papers 
and letters concerning the encroachments 
of the French on his majefty’s fubjefls in 
North America, were laid before the houfe. 
As their authenticity is incontrovertible, I 

have 
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have only the eafytafk of copying them 
faithfully for your full fatisfa6lion. 

Extra£l of a letter from the earl of Al- 
bemarle, to the earl of Holdeinefle j 



Paris, 19th Febru- 
ary, I March, 




“I muft acquaint your lordlhip, that, 
in the month of November I received a 
“ letter from three perfons, ligning them- 
“ felves, John Patton, Luke Erwin, and 
“ Thomas Bourke; reprefenting to me, 
“ that they wem Englilli-men, who had 
been brought to Rochelle, and put into 
prifon there, from whence they wrote : 
having been taken by the French fub- 
• “ jefts, who feized their effefts, as they 
“ were trading with the Englilh and othei- 
“ Indians on the river Ohio, and carried 
“ them prifoners toQjjebec; from whence 
“ they have been fent over to Rochelle, 
“ where they are hardly ufed. Upon this 
“ information I applied to Mr. St. Con- 
“ tell, and gave him a note of it, claim- 
“ INC THEM, as the king’s subjects, 
“ and DE.MANDiNG then* liberty, and the 
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RESTITUTION of their effects that had 
been unjujily taken from them. 

“ Thefe three perfons, I find by the paper 
your lordfhip has fent me, are of the num- 
ber of thofe demanded of the French by 
Mr. Clinton, and namal in Mr. de la 
Jonquiere’s letter. I have wrote to a 
merchant at Rochelle to enquire after 
them, and to fupply them with money 
to make their journey hither, if they are 
not gone; that I may receive from them 
all the informations necelTary. On my 
feeing Mr. St. Contefl:,ncxt Tuefday, I will 
reprefent the cafe to him, in obedience 
to his majefty’s commands^ that la Jon- 
quiere may have pofitive orders, to defill 
from the mjujiijiabk proceedings com- 
plained of ; to releafe any of his maje- 
lly’s fubjedts he may ftill detain in pri- 
fon, and make ample refiitution of their 
effedls. And I fliall take care to Ihew 
him the abfolute ncceffity of fending in- 
prudltons to their feveral governors, not 
to attempt any fuch encroachments for the 
future.” 
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Extraa of a letter from the earl of Al- 
bemarle to the earl of Holdeinelle ; 

8th March, f *752- 

“ I am now to acquaint your lordfhip, 

“ that I favv Monfieur Rouille yederday ; 

“ and that having drawn up a note of the 
Jeveral complaints I had received ordtrs to 
“ make oflajonquiere’s condud, I delivered 
“ it to him, and told him, in general, 

“ the contents of it j tnjijhng on the nfecef- 
^ fity, for preferving the good underiland- 
“ ing betwixt his majefty and the moft 
“ chriftian king, of fending fucb pojitive or- 
“ ders to all their governors, as might ef- 
feSiually prevent^ for the future, any fuch 
“ encroachments on his majefty’s ter- 
ritories, and committing fuch violences on 
“ his fubjeSlSy as had been done in the 
“ paft. 

“ I added to my remonftrance, that I 
“ hoped they would be taken into confidera- 
“ tion quickly ; that he might be able to 
“ give me an anfwer next week, or as foon 
“ afterwards as he poflibly could. This 
“ minifter told me, he would ufe his heft 
“ endeavours for that purpofe ; aflured me 
“ It was the intention of his court to pre- 
6 vent 



